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SINCE ІТ 
HAS A 
LOT OF 
MILITARY 

OFFICERS. 


2$ 
5 


НЕКСЕ, 
You 
WILL BE 
STATIONED 
IN THE 
OUTER 


TRY NOT 
WANDER 
TOO CLOSE 
TO THE 
EAST SIDE 
OF THE 
PALACE, 


| WAS 
50 SURE 
THAT | 
WOULD BE 
RETURNING 
TO THE IN- 
NER PALACE. 


IT'S NOT 
SO EASY 
TO RETURN 
ONCE YOU 
HAVE BEEN 


DISMISSED. 


7 


ン 


IT HAS 
MOEE 
BUI レ ワー 
INGS 
THAN 
YOU CAN 
COUNT. 


THE 
IMPERIAL 
COURT I’M 

BEING 

GUIDED 
TO 6 
LARGE, 
TO SAY 
THE 
LEAST. 


Ww 


THE OUTER 
COURT 16, 
SIMPLY 
SPEAKING, 
WHERE 
ALL THE 
OFFICIALS 

WORK. 


THE INNER 
PALACE, 
WHERE THE 
EMPEROR 
LIVES, 15 
LOCATED IN 
THE INNER 


` š ЗПУ Looks 
に = ミン ИКЕ ТИЕ 
5 INNER 
PALACE IS 
164606 || BRIMMING 
THEY WITH 
HAVE МУ — MEDICAL 


FATHER INGREDI- 
TO THANK ENTS. 
FOR THAT. 


ТҮГҮ AF TEK BEING КЕСЕШІТЕР TO SERVE PIRECTLY ШНРЕК JINSHI, МАО МАО RETURNS ТО 
THE IMPERIAL COURT, BUT... 


СНАРТЕВ 29. 
OUTER COURT DUTY. 


едеодово 


ТЕН Ва nt 
ние 
キャ ラク タデ 原案 : の と う 


日 向 夏 ノ 主婦 の 友 イ ン フ ォ スパ 
だ いじ ゅ う は ん し っ た い お 


s%2 ま だ まだ 大 重版 


DESPITE 
THAT, | 
STILL TRIED 

TO READ THE 
MATERIAL 

THAT | 

WAS GIVEN, 


HOW 
DID you 
MANAGE 
TO FAIL? 


EVEN 
IF IT'S 
CALLED 
A TEST, 
IT'S NOT 
NEARLY AS 
HARD AS 
THE CIVIL 
EXAM- 
ІМАТІОМ. 


Ñ 


LOOKS 
LIKE 

JINSHI- 
ФАМА:5 
PLAN ОҒ 
WENT A55IGNING 
DOWN метод 
ТИВ CERTAIN 
DRAIN POSITION 


1ёР, IT 
WAS 


MORNING, 


THAT 
DOESN'T 
MEAN | 
PARTICU- 
LARLY 
LIKE 
STUD- 
YING, 


ONE OF THE 
MANY THINGS: 
| RECEIVED 
WHILE BEING 
RAISED IN THE 
RED LIGHT 
DISTRICT WAS 
THE MINIMAL. 

LITERARY 


EDUCATION, BUT 


НЕ ЕХРЕСТ 
МЕ ТО 
PASS ІТ 


MY WORK 
16 PRETTY 
MUCH THE 
SAME AS 


IT GETS 
REPAINTED 
EVERY 


MY 
ABILITY TO 
MEMORIZE 
THINGS 

IT'S NO UNRELATED 
WONDER ТО MEDICINE 
| FAILED 15 BELOW 

AVERAGE. 


| WAS 

А5- 
SIGNED 
TO THE 
OUTER 


COURT. 


HALLWAY 

INSIDE 

JINSHI- 

SAMA” 

OFFICE 15 

то PRETTY 
PAINTED PLAIN СОМ- 
WITH A PARED TO 
BRILIANT THE INNER 

RED PALACE, 

согор. 


WITH THIS 
PLACE BEING 
50 LARGE 
AND ALL, OF 
Е: COURSE THERE 
WOULD BE SOME 
COULD PLACES LEFT 
Т BE, OUT OF REACH, 


THEY'RE вит 
of SKIMPING 

CN THEIR 
JOB? 


ТЕ 


| THEY'RE 
NOT RE- 
QUIRED ТО 
nie Ц 20 лимес, тив COURT 
DOESN'T ЗОРЕ OF ИЕ LADIES IN 
MEAN 6 THEIR WORK, АҒАСЫ THE OUTER 
THAT THEY SUCH AS Geet COURT ARE 
дивит то Y” SÑ s CLEANING, АЗ, мове AKIN 
SKIMP OUT і BUT, то ЕСЕЕ- 
INNER PALACE, — TAPIÉO, 
ON IT. A WHO GET 
А“ RECRUITED 
= ЕРОМ WHO 
KNOWS WHERE, 
BECAUSE Бе 
| IN OTHER | THE SLAVE Ў 
WORDS, им EACH 2u2TEM WAS т 
) ашееемтьн INDIVIDUAL ABOLISHED г 
| вмегочер мево6 TO витне 2 | 
ў веомен と MPLOV — сррремт ~ 
HIMSELF AS | THEIR OWN g¿MPEPOP, こ си < 
HIS MAID- SERVANTS де › 
SERVANT. FOR м6- 7 
CELLANEOUS 2 
work. 
Ж THE COURT | 
、 LADIES HAVE |N | 
2 PRIDE IN THE 
ци) ҒАСТ ТНАТ 
= М ] | тнечробброо Г Т 
N CgTAIN || 
aw -- еее QUALIFICATIONS. > 
ーーーー — ーー 15-5 А 0000 ҒАМ «ко. 
же ВЕ © Ко PEDIGREE AND 
ante / қ АРЕОРЕР 
де и ин № - EDUCATION. 


SINCE THE 
MASTER OF 
THIS PLACE 
| 16 A BUSY- 
ворч, не 
THANKS RARELY 
TO THAT, RETURNS 
| 16 БАбФ ТО HIS 
| ТО CLEAN OFFICE. 


)】 THE оом, 
| у BUT... 
ШЕЛІ! 
= 
О, 5. 
~“ = 
THERE 16 ジノ 
JUST ONE ` i 
PROBLEM. \ 
- / 


я ピッ ガガガ 
| 


ABUNDANT Z 

NUTRITION WE? 
TRULY GIVES 
AN AMPLE 


RESULT. К 


М 
| (= 
| = 
ҮЗ || 1 4/7) レ 


чо 


- 
ж 


IT FEELS | 
LIKE I'M 
GETTING 
CORNERED. 


| уои THINK 
ГМ GETTING 
SPECIAL 


| TREATMENT? || 


AT PICKING № 


THE RIGHT 


| REALLY 
WANT TO 
AVOID 
GETTING 
LYNCHED 
BY THESE 
LOT. 


PRESENCE 
OF ABALONE 
AND PORK, 


WASTE, HER 


SHE HAS RECTLY, | NATURAL 


BEAUTY 15 
SHOWN u ` FIRST CLASS, 


АСАНА \ WORTHY OF 

| DEMEANOR / BEING A 
Е FLOWER IN 
THE INNER 


ІР WHAT 1 
SAID CAN'T 
DECEIVE 
HER, THEN 
HOW 
ABOUT... 


355 


- \ | 
ЖУ} 
/ |] РО You 


グ | UNDERSTAND 


THE 
REASON 
16 THIS. 


NOW? 


IT'S ONLY 
SOAKED 
LIKE THAT 


ві 
REMEDIES 
LATELY. 


ue ‚ 4 GENTLEMAN 
ALLOWED НИЗА 
SOMEONE HEART OF 
LIKE ME 


To WORK 
FOR Foop. 


THIS |6 


NOTHING 
COMPARED 
TO THE 


PALACE 
LADIES, 


50 те ЈЕ 


FINE. 


вілі 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 
И. „В 5 
им т У 
Ода x № 


| DIDN'T 


THING MANI- 


| ||| 
||| | 
y | 
Гр; ТИЕ 
2 MEDICINAL 
й YN) HERBS, THAT 
ARE STILL И N BETWEEN 
\ TOO LACKING MY WORK, 
IN VARIETY TO 
COMPOUND 
MEDICINE. 
» до 
Й р 
@ WHEN 
JIN2HI-2AMA 
CAME TO 
HANAMACHI, 
не BROUGHT で 
WITH HIM SOME 7 
7 совочсер5 р 
Z AND GOLD. " 
mre 
совочсер5 | 
ARE LIKE || қ ` - | 
BRANCHES HO а А 
ТИЕ” тилт egoW || | (3 Hy 
сите ON Месте. | З 
THE == 
eerie 
PLANTS. 4 
j= 


1 
SIGNED 
THE CON- 
TRACT ON 


NOW THE SPOT, 
THAT | THINK BUT... 
ABOUT IT, | 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN A 
BIT RASH. 


360 


1 4LREAPY | ` 
GOT A 


COMPLAINT 
YESTERDAY 


Жы Е 
Pee не 


вшвем, Гу Y u—< 
весомо. “Жа Cr に 


~ ` a 


I KIND OF 
UNDERSTAND 
NOW WHY ONLY 
GAO SHUN 
AND ELDERLY 
MAIDS ARE 
ALLOWED IN 
INSIDE THIS 
ROOM, 


4 
А \ 
THIS GUY... 
р НЕ ЕУЕМ 
CARELESSLY 


INSECTS 
IN MATING 


ч SEASON. 


THERE ARE ФОМЕ 
FEMALE INSECTS 
THAT EXCRETE A 
CERTAIN SCENT TO 
LURE IN MALES. 


JUST LIKE J 


YOUNG 
WOMEN 
WOULD 

SUR- 

RENDER 
ТИЕМ- 

SELVES. 


WOULD 


TRULY, A PIN HIM 
SINFUL DOWN АКО 
PERSON. BREAK THE 
GENDER 
BARRIER. 


DOES 
THIS MEAN | 
CAN MAKE A 


FORTUNE, IF | 
SOMEHOW MANAGE 
TO EXTRACT THIS 

EUNUCH’S SCENT 
AND TURN IT INTO 
А PERFUME? 


362 


WHAT HAS 
BEEN GIVEN 
TO ME, A 
MERE LOWLY 
SERVANT, IS 
GOOD ENOUGH 


BACK WHEN 


1 WAS STILL 
IN THE JADE 
PALACE, | WAS } - 
enough FoR Mg ALLOVIED ТО ~ IF POSSIBLE, “ALL. 
TO STACK LOTS OF ШЕ THE I'D LIKE ТО BE 
MATERIALS AND KITCHEN AFTER | ш MOVED TO А 
СОМРИКО | OBTAINED Е ROOM WFLA 


MEDICINE ALL IN PERMISSION. 

THE SAME PLACE, % НЕП H НЕА 
UNLIKE МУ Ж 2 

CURRENT ROOM. 


al 

HE SAYING 

THAT HELL 

GIVE ME A 
BETTER ROOM 
THAN WHAT 1 

CURRENTLY 

HAVE? 


Л 1 ノ У 


DESIRE. 


UNDERSTAND 
7 YOU ІР YOU 
Ж DON'T SPEAK 

PROPERLY. 


STABLE. 


ЕБ ИЕ, AFTER 
ТИЕ 
= FL0- WASHING 
= ог“ у で THE 
= nee Зи. | UTENSILS, 
° WE'LL 
— | Leave )5, > GO AND 
A THAT Й. \ wire tHe た 
— N то ME. ее rrooR. > 
С 
IN THAT Ре, 
CASE, = 
уой WON'T 
FINISH ON г 
ТІМЕ РОВ / 
AFTERNOON 
TASKS. 


SHE'S 
GOOD AT 
EXPRESSING 
HERSELF, 
WORKS 
FAST AND 
Never 
TAKES 
BREAKS. 


(Като. 


SUI REN 
16 ONE 
OF THE 
AT THE ONLY FEW 
AGE ОҒ MaIDS WHO 

S0,5HE WORK FOR 

MANAGES JIN2HI- 
THIS LARGE SAMA. 
BUILDING BY 

HERSELF. 


WE TRIED 
HIRING 
ALOT OF 
AT THE | кру! GIRLS, 
END, IT вит... 
JUST DIDN'T 


FOR THIS 
Јов. 


IT'S QUITE 
DIFFICULT 
TO MANAGE 
SUCH A LARGE 


THOUGH, | HAVE A 

HARD TIME SEEING 

ANYONE AIMING FOR 
HIS MONEY... 


ANYONE 
WOULD FIND YOU GET 
IT REPULSIVE USED TO 
IF THERE WAS т, 
АМ UNKNOWN 


THERE 
МЕРЕ ALSO 
TIMES WHEN 
His 
BELONGINGS 
INCREASED. 


UNDERGARMENT 
IN THEIR 
WARDROBE, 


IF THE SAID 
UNDERGARMENT 
WAS SEWN 
TOGETHER 
USING HUMAN 
HAIR. 


HE SHOULD 
SPEND THE 
REST OF HI ら 
LIFE WEARING 
А MASK. 


SINCE THE 
BECAUSE я OFFICE 16 
1 SHOULDN'T SIMPLE IN 
BRING A DESIGN, 
DUST CLOTH | [И 
IN FRONT OF | ` と A2 TO 
А ВИВЕАИ- CLEAN, 
= RATS Да WHenever вит 
Ба | THERE'S A 
VISITOR, 1 
йу, SUDDENLY 
BECOME SS 
と FREE. 
~ ~ 
га ~ ヘン 
WHEN THAT 
HAPPENS, | Р 
USUALLY > 
JUST GO FOR 
A STROLL 
AROUND THE 
COURT. 


ІР 
А LOWLY 


ら ERVANT 
1 MIGHT LIKE МЕ 
GET WAS соцент 
MISTAKEN SNEAKING 
AROUND 
PRAY PICKING UP 
PLANTS, 


STRAINED. 


FuRTHER- 
MORE, IF 
IT'S THE 

| MILITARY... 


1 МАҚТ ТО 
60 ТО ТИЕ 
EAST SIDE, 
BUT THERE 
16 A LOT 
OF MILITARY 
PERSONNEL 


THERE'S 
THAT СИУ. 
EVEN THE 
THOUGHT OF 
HIS NAME 
DISGUSTS 
МЕ. 


THERE 
МСИТ ВЕ 
А PECULIAR 
MEDICINAL 
HERE 
THERE. 


Ж > 
қ % МЕ 


> 


WHAT ARE | У 
YOU DOING | 


YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
GO BEYOND 
THIS POINT. 


WOULDN'T 
GO AS FAR 
AS TO CALL 
THIS PLACE 
AS BAD AS 


вит 


А BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN 
SHOULD AVOID 
WALKING 
AROUND 
VIGOROUS, 
YOUNG 
MILITARY 
OFFICERS 
AS MUCH АФ 
POSSIBLE. 


ІР THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
SHE 
SHOULD 
BETTER 
START 
WEARING 
PLAINER 
‘MAKEUP. 


OFFICER'S 
ATTEN- 


А SANDAL- 

WOOD SMELL 

TINGED WITH 

A PECULIAR / 


е BITTERNESS. / 


А-АН, 1 
НОРЕ ТИЕ 
MASTER ОР 
THE HOUSE 
16 AWAY. 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


REALLY 
WORKS 
ME HARD. 


BE EVEN 
STRICTER 
THAN 
HONNYAN. 


BUT 
HONESTLY 
1 と ANT 
ТИІМЕ ОҒ 
ANYTHING. 


ING FIRST 


TAKE CARE 
OF BREAK 
FAST 6Y 
MYSELF, 
Мой IT 50 
AND во 
CLEAN THE 
вом. 


AS имение 
ROOM МА, 
FEEL LIKE 
THERE AP 
OTHER 
THINGS 
THIS Јов 
ENTAILS ME 
то ро. 


GHAGIER 23: INNER Кп о 


構成 : +@-& キヤ ラク ター 原案 : し の と うと : а 


жс 
Ж ZS 


ú ~ 
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IF | NEVER 
GET ORDERED 

то DO ANYTHING | 
ELSE, ТИАТ 

JUST MEANS 

| DON'T NEED 
TO ро м, 

RIGHT? 


IF YOU'RE 
WONDERING 
ABOUT YOUR 
BREAKFAST, 
SUIREN-SAMA 
16 CURRENTLY 
PREPARING 


THAT HE 
FOUND OUT 
ABOUT ME 
SECRETLY 
PLANTING 
MEDICINAL 
HERBS IN 

THE GARDEN? 


Р БҮ JINSHI ANP 15 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


YOU WERE 
APPOINTED 
AS THE 
TEACHER. 


ORGANIZE AN 


EDUCATIONAL | 


CLASS FOR 
THE NEWLY 
ARRIVED 
CONSORT, 


THIS 
CLASS 
16 SAID 
TO ABLE 

TO SHAPE 

THE 
FUTURE 
OF THIS 

COUNTRY. 


ТИЕ LIST 
ОР PEOPLE 
WHO ВЕСОМ- 
MENDED YOU. 


TO MAKE 


MATTERS 

А! (| емениовев, | 
IMAGINE HER | te а 
GLEEFULLY CONSORT 
WRITING THIS знакові 
WHILE GIGGLING ene ЗАМЕ. 
TO HERSELF. CONTENTS, 
| | АРРМЕР тие 
FOLLOWING 


WITH THIS, 
1 と AN NO 
LONGER 

IGNORE THE 

REQUEST. 


17 № 


STUDY 
MATERIALS 15... 
NEEDED 
FOR MY 
LECTURE. 


ед. 
HERE'S |204, 
ТИЕ 
INVOICE. 


IMPORTANT 
TEACHING 
MATERIALS. 


IF | DECIDE 
ON DOING 
SOMETHING, 
THEN I'LL 


ро so мти | 


SHOULD 


THOSE? 


УМУ ん yee rra 
РИЕ TO МУ 
UPBRINGING 

IN НАКАМАСНІ, 

THAT I FEEL АТ 
EASE WHEN 
IT SMELLS 

| LIKEA Й 


BROTHEL. і 


тне 


ТИЕ 
й PALACE 
ONLY ONES IT WAS | 6 АНА. 


THERE'S ATTENDING ORIGINALLY / ТНАТ 
МО NEED kcTuRES ] BUILT TO / WAS USED 
FOR SO “AFE ТИЕ - SERVE AS DURING THE 
MUCH || cONSORTS ADORM ius 
AND THEIR || FOR THE cea № 
SINCE THE EXTRA и 
CURRENT SERVANTS, м 
emperor's HOWEVER 
RISE TO THE 
THRONE, IT 
HAS GONE 
MOSTLY 
UNUSED. 


АИТ 
КК 
ШУ} 


IS THIS 
CLASS 
REALLY 


EVEN THE 
MIDDLE-RANK 
CONSORTS 


ARE HERE. 


DREAMY 
AS EVER 


ONLY HIGH 
CONSORTS 
WILL AT- 
TEND THIS 
CLASS. 


т 
СЕТ THI ら 
STRAIGHT 

FIRST, 


EVERYONE 
ELSE SHOULD 
RETURN TO 
THEIR POSTS. Ñ 


くす り 


薬屋 の ひと り ご 


іші ЕТТЕ 
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AS USUAL. 


REGAINED 


RISHUL 16 


COWERING HER сом- _HER 
AGAIN. PLEXION PLUMP 
Looke РЕШЕ. 
HEALTHIER 
AS WELL. 


>. 
и „2 


SHE HAS 
THAT MAID 
ACCOMPA- 

NYING HER, IT 
SHOULD BE A 
BIT EASIER 
ON HER. 


У SHE 
LOOKS. 


BASED ABOUT 
ON HER THE 
AGE, SHE SAME 

MIGHT GET , AGE AS 

CHOSEN МЕ. 
AS THE 
NEXT MIS- 

TRESS. 


FEATURES 
INDICATE 

THAT SHE'S 
FROM THE 
NORTHERN 
COUNTRIES, 

DUE TO BUT 

THE HEAVY у 

МАКЕЦР 

ОМ ТИЕ 

CORNER 

OF HER 

EYES, 


| CAN'T 

MAKE 
OUT HER 
TRUE EYE 
SHAPE. 


CAN'T REALLY 
BLAME HER 
SINCE SHE'S 
IN THE SAME 
ROOM AS THE 
OTHER THREE 
HIGH-RANK 
CONSORTS, 


SHE'S 
THE NEW 
CONSORT 

THAT 
REPLACED 

LADY 

AADUO. 


PURE 
CONSORT 


~ROURAN~ 


AND HAIRPIN ) 
DISPLAY THE |Х) 
CHARACTER- УЕ 
ISTICS OF A 
‘SOUTHERN 

COUNTRY. 


IT епско 
OUT A LOT 
COMPARED 

TO THE 
OTHER CON- 

SORTS. 


| GUESS 


| (сие simply № 
Б LIKES IT. 
CHARM АМО | 
BRILLIANCE. 
А 4 


LOOKS LIKE 
SHE WON'T 
BE ABLE TO 
DISTURB THE 
CURRENT 
BALANCE OF 
POWER IN 
THE PALACE. 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE IT 
HAS ANY- 
THING TO 


くす り 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


ТИЕ 
FOLLOWING 
THINGS ІМ 
ABOUT TO 
TEACH YOU 
ARE CON- 
FIDENTIAL. 


| ASK ОР 
YOU то NOT 
N ТАКЕ THE 
TEXTBOOKS AND 
DISTRIBUTED 
MATERIALS 
OUTSIDE THE 
PREMISE. 


PLEASE 
ВЕСІМ ВУ 
OPENING 
TO PAGE 

THREE. 


薬屋 の ひと り ご 


WHAT'S | 
HAPPENING 
НЕВЕ? | 


CONDUCTED 
CLASS AS 
REQUESTED. 


LOOKS LIKE 
THE ТИО \ 
PEOPLE WHO | 
RECOMMENDED 
ME ARE 
SATISFIED. 


==? 2 | 


Ш.Т LOOK ら | 
LIKE IT WAS 


FOR HER. 


ІГ ТЕБЕТ 


=> 


525252525252525 


く | 


й 


ALL THAT'S 
LEFT FOR ME 
Now, 16 ТО 
ЕМЈОУ ТИЕ 
МОМЕУ. 


THE 


PLEASE 
REFER 
TO THE 
EMPEROR 
FOR HIS 
IMPRES- 
SIONS. 


NEXT 
DAY 


DID YOU 
ACTUALLY 
TEACH 
THEM? 


| \ Z | | 


«робо = 


WIS ERE ETE. 


ACTUAL TL NOTES 


ON PAGE 13, MAO MAO WONDERS IF JINSHI IS EMITTING SOME 
KIND OF STRANGE AURORA AND WONDERS, IF HE' ら A NYMPH. 
WHAT SHE'S ACTUALLY REFERRING TO IN THE RAWS 16 AN 
AYAKASHI’ 


AYAKASHI СЖ) 16 THE COLLECTIVE 
NAME FOR YOKAI THAT 
APPEAR ABOVE THE SURFACE 
OF SOME BODY OF WATER. 
IN WESTERN JAPAN, AYAKASHI 
ARE SAID TO BE 
THE VENGEFUL SPIRITS OF 
THOSE WHO DIED AT 
SEA AND ARE ATTEMPTING 
TO CAPTURE MORE PEOPLE 
TO JOIN THEM. 


ІР YOU WANT TO READ MORE 
ABOUT THEM, YOU CAN LOOK 
UP THE TERM YOURSELF. 


you're ТИЕ |, 
GARDENER 
THAT 
TENDS TO 
MY FLOWER 
GARDEN, 


с 


) ТИЛ 
5 の 
ав В мани ВУТНЕЕГЕКО А 


но 
MATTER 
THE 
EFFORT 
ІРИТ ІМ, 
VS STAND. IN TERMS 
oF 
| MILITARY 
= GENERAL 
AFTER ALL, KNOWLEDGE, 
и レレ NEVER 
им NOTHING ADVANCE 
BUT A BEYOND 
MERE CHILO BEING JUST 
FLOUNDERING |7 “оор” 
IN ТИЕ PALM 
OF HIS HAND. 


SINCE レレ NEVER 
THAT'S BE ABLE TO 
THE CASE, GET WHAT 
VEL 052 I TRULY 
every- WISH FoR. 
THING 


I HAVE. 


IRONICALLY, 
THE ONLY 


лат. Ж ASPECT THAT 

THE REALM k Вер 

оғ MORTAL МА “EXCELLENCE” 
IN, WAS IN МУ 
APPEARANCE. 


EMPEROR'S 
REQUEST. 


THE ONLY 


wav ror |1 š | que voe 
MEO BE ас 15 А ВЕТ 
рете за BETWEEN 
CHOOSE | 
мч OWN тие 
БАГИ EMPEROR 

, АМО МЕ 


BY WINNING 
THIS BET. 


-- THAT WAS 

| 27 THE ONLY 

í METHOD THAT 
| OCCURRED то 
| МЕ, А МЕРЕ 
MEDIOCRE 
PERSON. 


AS 
YOU DE- 
SIRE. 


| AFTER BEING PISCHARGEP FROM THE INNER FALACE, МАО MAO GOT EMFLOYEP BY JINSHI ЯМ? IS 
(ЕШШІЕ cursentiy srarioner IN THE OUTER COURT, BUT... 


теш: 
| ж, Ы. 


(ЗЕ ふじ ゅ 


arg セ 
ранні, ee о 
- СНАРТЕВ 24 


| = РАД 
шу | 
ш, М 


BUT THEN, 
THERE ARE 
ALSO DAYS 
WHEN HE 
госко 
HIMSELF IN 
THE OFFICE, 
ИКЕ TODAY. 


=== THAT не 


THERE 
ARE TIMES 
WHEN HE 
GOES OUT 
FOR THE 
ЕМТІРЕ 


ІІ 


JINSHI 
15 А 
SURPRIS— 
INGLY 
BUSY 
PERSON. 


| THOUGHT 


WOULD ONLY 


ALL 
SCRAP 
PAPER 
NEEDS 

TO BE 
BURNED. 


MATTER 
WHAT 
KIND OF 
USELESS 
INFORMA- 
TION 16 
WRITTEN 


outer 


COURT тоо. 


ІТ LOOKS А EUNUCH, 
LIKE HE'S вит 

ALSO РЕ- 
SPONSIBLE 
FOR MAN- 
AGING THE 


oversee 
THE INNER 
PALACE, 
SINCE HE'S 


| COULD 
HAVE 

MADE SOME 
MONEY IF | 
SOLD THIS. 


REALLY 


SINCE ТИЕ DON'T 
INCINERATOR FEEL 
16 NEAR ТИЕ LIKE 

МИТАВУ DOING 

TRAINING THIS, 


GROUNDS AND 
BARRACKS. 


WOULD 
EXPECT 
FROM THE 
TACTFUL 
AND 
DILIGENT 
GAO 


WEATHER 

OUTSIDE 
| “= | IS Quite 
= |, COLD. 


HAVING HIM 
SERVE ASA 
EUNLICH IS A 
WASTE OF 
TALENT. 


PLEASE 
USE THIS. 


DID НЕ 
СЕТ ANGRY 
BECAUSE 
GAO SHUN 
GAVE IT TO 
ME WITH- 


PASSED 
IT TO YOU 


THIS IS 
OINSHI'S 
MANTEAU. 


/ Despite 
400 CAN тне OUTER 


FIND SOME = part 
COMMON- по 
PLACE 
TIMES 
ӨТЕ, вовее 
вин де レニ THAN THE 
РАМРЕ- INNER 
LIONS AND 3 PALACE, 
мовтогт5. || ~ PICINAL 
SPIDER HERBS 
LILIES. у У - нере. 


IF THEIR 
POISON ISN’ 
PROPERLY 
REMOVED, 
YOU END 
uP WITH A 
REALLY BAD 
STOMACH 
THEIR BULBS | АСНЕ, ВИТ 
SOAKED IN 
WATER ТАСТЕ 
REALLY GOOD. 


МАУВЕ 
| SHOULD 
PLANT 
SOME OF 
THEM 
AROUND 
HERE. 


SINCE 
THEY'RE 
QUITE 
| MOST HARD TO 
LIKELY FIND IN 
WON'T WINTER, 
BE ABLE 
TO GET 
THEM АМУ- Ве 
MORE. が 


| HEARD 
FROM 
GRANNY THAT 


HE OFTEN の 
VISITS ROKU- AH, ITS 

SHOUKAN ВІНАКИ. 

ТО HAVE 

TEA WITH 

KAMUROS. 


SASH 
COLOR 16 
DIFFERENT 
THAN THE 
LAST TIME 
IVE SEEN 


FAVOURITE 

15 PAIRIN- 

N NEECHAN, 

requires ВТ 

HALF OF CALLING 
АСОМ- HER OUT 

MONER’S 
ANNUAL 
INCOME. 


AMAN 
WILL GO WHO HAS 

TO а ВАТ TASTED 

LENGTHS TO THE 

MERELY CATCH 7 2 / HEAVEN'S 
ANOTHER SNe NECTAR, 
GLIMPSE OF 
THE FLOWER 

THROUGH 

А CRACK IN 
THE WALL. 


UNUSUAL 
FOR YOU TO 
WANDER 


ESCORT- ОШТ OF 


ING A ТИЕ INNER 
СОМ. PALACE. 
SORT? 


1 д.60 
NEVER 
МЕТ 
RIHAKU 
DUE ТО | ІМ HANA- 
MY RETURN — МАСИ, 
BEING SO 
PROMPT. 


EXTREMELY 
RUDE, BUT 
1 Guess 
Т6 ТО ВЕ 
ЕХРЕСТЕР. 


DOESN'T 
KNOW THAT 
1 WAS FIRED 

FROM THE 

INNER 
PALACE. 


І WAS 
MOVED FROM 
THE INNER 
PALACE AND 
STATIONED AS 
SOMEONE'S 
PERSONAL 


THE ONE 


WITH THAT | 


KIND OF 
TASTE? 


гети. 
DON’T 
UNDER- 


STAND 
WHAT 


THIS CERTAIN 
PERSON 
ASKED ME TO 
KEEP PUTTING 
FRECKLES ON 
MY FACE, 
EVEN ІМ МУ 
NEW JOB. 


НЕ WAS 
THINKING. 


BY THE WAY, | 

HEARD THAT A 

HIGH RANKING 
OFFICIAL RECENT- 
LY BOUGHT A 
COURTESAN 
FROM ROKU- 
SHOUKAN. 


МЕЕ- 
CHAN 
І ВЕТ УОЦ PUT IN 
50 I'VE WOLLDN'T _ | ALOT 
HEARD. EXPECT oF 
SOMEONE LIKE / EFFORT 
THAT BEING To 
A MAID. ТЕАМФ- 
FORM 
ME 
FOR MY 
RETURN, 
AFTER 
THE CON- 
= TRACT WAS 
FINALISED. 


AT THIS POINT, 
EXPLAINING HAS ALREADY 
BECOME A BOTHER. 


- 


ІТ WAS 
А SMALL 


FIRE, NOT k шй 


REALLY 
RARE WHEN 
YOU THINK 

OF THE 

SEASON. 


Зы, 


WAS 
THERE A 
VICTIM? 


LEAVING 
THAT ASIDE, 
YOU SEEM 
TO BE IN 
THE MIDDLE 
OF WORK, 


IS THAT 
ALRIGHT? 


COULDN'T 
CONFIRM 
THE 
SOURCE 
OF THE 
FIRE. 


И LIKE A LOW “ 
RANKING Ы 
OFFICER 
SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
ENOLIGH 
TO HANDLE 
THIS 
THOUGH. 


THE WARE- 
HOUSE 
KEEPER, 
HIS 
CONDITION 
ISN'T 
SERIO- 


THIS 16 
AWARE- 
HOUSE 
то 2 4 COMPLEX, 
FORTUNATE ) LOCATED 
THAT THE е 
FIRE PIPNT ў FURTHER 
SPREAD > М] тнеч АМАЧ 


то THE SUR- 1 6 | мере FROM THE 


OFFICE 


ROUNDING | BUILT СОМРЬЕХ, 


савио. | Ту Уз 
МОЁТАР. 


ТИЕ 
ФСАТ- 
TERED 

BUILDING 
PIECES 
AND 


ТИЕ 
REA5ON 
RIHAKU 

WAS CALLED 


THE 
WAREHOUSE 
KEEPER WAS 
QUITE LUCKY 
TO HAVE 
ESCAPED 
WITH JUST 
WOUNDS. 


PLOSION. 


MUST HAVE 
SUSPECTED 
THAT THIS 
WAS THE 
RESULT OF 
ARSON. 


GENERAL, 


THAT МАГ 
DOESN'T PEACE, 


MEAN THAT BUT 
EVERYONE 
15 SATISFIED 
WITH THE 
CURRENT と うー 
TABLISHMENT. 


~ THEY 


LEAVING 
ASIDE THE 
FACT THAT 
THE WARE- 
HOUSE WAS 

BURNED 


DOWN, 
THIS 
PLACE 
16 INSIDE 
THE 
PALACE. 


THERE ARE 
BOUND TO 
ВЕ PEOPLE 
FROM OTHER 
We also | | СОПМТРІЄ6 
танке THAT HOLD 
нон LONG ог А GRUDGE 
CURRENT AGAINST 
RELATIONSHIPS ойго. 
WITH ое 
NEIGHBOURING 
COUNTRIES 
WILL LAST. 


IT HAS 
ONLY BEEN 
FIVE WEARS 

SINCE 

THE LAST 

EMPEROR 

STEPPED 
DOWN. 


SOMETIMES, 
THERE ARE 
ATTACKS 
FROM OTHER 
TRIBES. 
FAMINES AND 
DROUGHTS 
ARE ALSO 
МОТ 50МЕ- 
THING UN- 

HEARD OF. 


BECAUSE OF 
Р 
IT HAS THUS и 
қыта AGGRESSIVE 
YEARLY 
ОМС ЕРДЕ SCOUTINGS 
FOR PALACE 
COMMUNITIES "LADIES, 
IN THE FORM 
OF LACK OF 
WOMEN. 


THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR'S 
RULE 16 
STILL FRESH 
IN MANY 
PEOPLE'S 
MINDS. 


BECAUSE 2 š 
ОЕТНАТ, ? |. „еј: | киетнер- 
ALOT OF А МОРЕ, IN 

RECENT 


MERCHANTS, 
WHOSE MAIN 
SOURCE OF 
TRADE МЕРЕ 
SLAVES, 
HAD THEIR 
CAREERS 
сит SHORT. 


ALONGSIDE WEARS, 
THE ENTHRONE- 
MENT OF THE 
CURRENT 


EMPEROR, THE 
SLAVE SYSTEM 
GOT ABOLISHED. 


EXPLOSION 


と の の の 
WAREHOUSE 


TOBACCO 
PIPE 


すり や 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 
“^ 
PUFF 


DOES THIS 
WAREHOUSE 
STORE 
THE SAME 
CONTENTS 
AS THE 
BURNED 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE THERE 
т. ALSO ARE ALSO 
BORROW. SOME OLD 


THIS AND 
THAT BOX MISCEL- 


OVER THERE LANIES IN 
A тоо, У ТНЕ ВАСК. 


ІМ GOOD 
АТ MAKING 
THE THINGS 


НЕ WOULD 
OFTEN USE 
HIS KNOW- 
LEDGE TO 
CREATE 
TOOLS THAT 
NOBODY IN 
THIS COUN- 
TRY EVEN 
KNEW OF. 


YOU'RE 
QUITE 
USED TO 
THIS. 


SINCE DAD 
STUDIED 
ABROAD IN 
А WESTERN 
COUNTRY 
WHEN HE 
WAS YOUNG, 


THE FINAL 
STEP 15 
POURING IN 
THE WHEAT 
FLOUR THAT 
I TOOK 
EARLIER. 


< すり や 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


WHAT 


COuLD 
POSSIBLY 
BE DANGER- 
OUS FOR A 
MILITARY 
OFFICER 
LIKE ME? 


DANGEROUS, 
SO COULD 
Я YOU PLEASE 
YOU'RE KEEP A SAFE 
GOING TO DISTANCE? 
BE DOING 


| SOMETHING, 


RIGHT? 


102 


PLEASE 


| THIS IS 
RUN АНАУ || А 
ІММЕРІ- q HAZARDOUS, 


ATELY. кеф SO PLEASE 


EXERCISE 


EXTRA 
CAuTION. 


RUNNING 
FROM? 


THIS 
ACTED 
AS THE 
KINDLE. 


| FOUND 
IT LYING 
ON THE 


FLOOR OF 
| THE WARE- 


THE WARE- 
HOUSE KEEPER 
SHOULD STOP 
SMOKING 
INSIDE THE 
CONVEY WAREHOUSE. 
THIS TO 
НІМ? 


/ 


MOST 
LIKELY THE 
WHEAT 
FLOUR. 


WHEN 
WHEAT AND 
BUCKWHEAT 

Ў FLOUR МІХ 

1 IN THE AIR, 


THEN, 
ONCE 
THE PIPE 
WAS LIT 
INSIDE, 


RESULTING 
ІМ AN ЕХ- 
PLOSION. 


IF SOMEONE 
ENTERED THE 
WAREHOUSE 


THE OUT- TO SECRETLY 
SIDE WIND LIGHT A 


WOULD HAVE 
CAUSED A SMOKE, 


DRAFT, 
BLOWING 
ИР ALL THE 


THE FLOUR, 
WHICH WAS 
PERMEATING 
THE INSIDE, 
WOULD HAVE 
CAUGHT ON 
FIRE, 


THERE THIS 


MIGHT HAVE 16 ONLY 
BEEN SIMILAR A GUESS 
INCIDENTS, || THOUGH. 


YOU'RE 


QUITE LIKE THIS 
WELL ONE, IN 
VERSED THE PAST. 


IN THIS. 


EVER SINCE 
| BLEW ИР 
МУ RENTAL 


| HAVE ВЕЕМ ROOM 
TOLD то ве |М ВОКИ- 
CAREFUL WHEN ЗНОЧКАМ, 
HANDLING 
POWDERS AND 
THE LIKES. 


| ALMOST 
GOT MYSELF 
HANGED 
FROM THE 
ROOF. 


GRANNY 
AT THE 
TIME 
WAS 
DAMN 
SCARY. 


ANYONE 
COULD HAVE 
EXPLAINED 
THIS 
INCIDENT, IF 
THEY UNDER- 
STOOD THE 
CONCEPT 
BEHIND IT. 


IT'S А 
MIRACLE 
THAT 
POWDER 
CAN 
EXPLODE. 


MIRACLES 
IN THIS 


WHAT 
PEOPLE САЩ. 
MIRACLES: 
ARE USUALLY 
EVENTS WHICH 
THEY DON’T 
UNDERSTAND 
DUE TO THEIR 
LACK OF 
KNOWLEDGE. 


IT JUST 
50 НАР- 
PENS THAT 
RIHAKU 
DOESN'T 
PO らら と らら 
THE МЕС- 
と らら AP 
KNOW- 

LEDGE. 


BUT IN THE 
EVENT THAT 
YOU DO, THE 

MEDICINE FROM 

А MAN CALLED 
RUO MEN IN 
HAMANACHI, 

|6 VERY 
EFFECTIVE. 


PLEASE BE 
CAREFUL NOT 
TO CATCH 


RIHAKU- 


So IF 
HE DOESN'T DAD ISN'T 
TAKE AT REALLY 
LEAST А FEW INTERESTED 
CUSTOMERS, IN DOING 


THERE'S COMMERCE. 
THIS TOOK hance 


ИР MORE Г 
ТІМЕ THAN HELL MISS 


| ACCIDEN- 
TALLY TOOK 
IT WITH ME. 


IF | CLEAN 
THIS UP AND 
ATTACH A NEW 
| 3 [| MOUTHPIECE, 
IT'LL BE 
AS GOOD 
AS NEW. 


THIS 
THING'S 
QUALITY IS 
BEYOND WHAT 
A MERE 
WAREHOUSE 
KEEPER COULD 
AFFORD. 


MAYBE 
IT WAS HIS 
PRIZED POS- 
SESSION? 


| GUESS 
LL CLEAN 

ІТ AND 
RETURN IT 


«ре B 


PRINCIPLE BEHIND THE FLOUK EXPLOSION 
JUST А COPY PASTE, BUT HERE'S A NICE EXPLANATION: 


FLOUR AND MANY OTHER CARBOHYDRATES BECOME EXPLOSIVE 
WHEN THEY ARE HANGING IN THE AIR AS DUST. IT ONLY 
TAKES 1 OR 2 GRAMS OF DUST PER CUBIC FOOT OF AIR 
(50 OR SO GRAMS PER CUBIC METER) FOR THE MIXTURE TO BE IGNITABLE. 
FLOUR GRAINS ARE SO TINY THAT THEY BURN INSTANTLY. 
WHEN ONE GRAIN BURNS, IT LIGHTS OTHER GRAINS NEAR IT, AND 
THE FLAME FRONT CAN FLASH THROUGH A DUST CLOUD 
WITH EXPLOSIVE FORCE. JUST ABOUT ANY CARBOHYDRATE DUST, 
INCLUDING SUGAR, PUDDING MIX, FINE SAWDLIST, ETC., WILL 
EXPLODE ONCE IGNITED. 


ALSO A QUICK NOTE ON WHO KAMUKOS МЕКЕ 


KAMUROS WERE THE SMALL GIRLS WHO 


ATTENDED GREAT と OURTE ら AN ら 5. BROUGHT INTO 
SERVICE АТ THE АСЕ ОР FIVE TO NINE, ТИЕУ 
PARADED IN THEIR “OLDER SISTER” 
COURTESAN'S RETINUE WHEN THEY APPEARED 
IN PUBLIC, RAN ERRANDS FOR HER, AND 
ATTENDED HER WHEN SHE MET WITH CLIENTS. 


AS YOU MIGHT GUESS, THEY WERE COSSETED 
BUT NOT SHELTERED FROM THE REALITIES OF 
LIFE IN THE PLEASURE DISTRICT. THEY KNEW 
WHAT THEIR OLDER SISTERS DID TO EARN 
THEIR KEEP. SOMETIMES THEY HELPED: A 
CLIENT MIGHT ASK HIS FAVORITE COURTESAN'S 
KAMURO FOR INFORMATION ABOUT HOW THE 
COURTESAN FELT ABOUT HIM, BECAUSE THE 
KAMURO, INNOCENT CHILD THAT SHE WAS, 
COULD BE TRUSTED TO TELL THE TRUTH; THE 
INNOCENT CHILD KNEW TO GIVE INNOCENT 
ANSWERS THAT LED THE CLIENT TO BELIEVE 
THE COURTESAN WAS IN LOVE WITH HIM. 


IF YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE: 
“HTTP://WWW. ISSENDAI.COM/JAPANESE-COURTESANS/KAMURO. HTML” 
OR JUST SEARCH THE TERM "КАМИКО" IN YOUR SEARCH ENGINE. 


DOCUMENT 
ABOUT A 
RATHER OLD 
INCIDENT, 
ISN'T IT? 


AAH~, 
1 WANT 


THE ЕГЕС- 
TRIFYING 
PARALYSIS: 
THAT RE- 
SULTS FROM 
EATING РИСИ 
12 PRETTY 
NICE. 


2 ТНЕ 
РЈ THOUGHT 


OF HAVING A 


TO EAT 


BIG ENOUGH 


т. МА SLICE ТО 
Қ 


4 POISON МЕ, 
М BUT NOT 
KILL ME... 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 


ТО LIKE YOU 


TO TAKE A 
LOOK AT. 


15 


ІТ LOOKS 
ике THEY 
ATE FUGU 
SERVED 
INSIDE A 
NAMASU 
DISH. 


THIS 


AFOOD 
POISONING 
THAT HAP- 

PENED IN 
А CERTAIN 

STORE 

SOME TEN 
WEARS AGO. 


EI 


AFTER BEING PISCHARGEP FROM THE INNER PALACE, МАО МАО GOT EMPLOYED BY JINSHI ЯМ? IS 


CURRENTLY ЗТАТІОНЕР IN THE OUTER COURT, BUT... 


STILL, | 


NEED TO 
TAKE THIS 1 ; 
SERIOUSLY. ; TLL ТАКЕ 
YOu ТО А 
SIMILAR 
RESTAU- 
RANT THAT 
SERVES 
THEM. 
大 この 作品 は フィ クシ ョ ン で す 。 実在 の 人 物 、 団 体 、 事 件 等 と は いっ さい 関係 あり ませ ん 。 
THE У РОК 
x ~ REPORT 
REASON N > ( ON AN OLD 
ГМ GIVING А ~ INCIDENT 
IT ТО You | WAS 
IS BECAUSE INVOLVED 
А FORMER AROUND A « WITH. 
COLLEAGUE Week AGO ー 
САМЕ ТО = 
CONSULT з 
МЕ ABOUT 
| А ІМІЛЕ 
INCIDENT. 


A BUREAUCRAT 
WHO ATE FUGU 
NAMASU FELL 
INTO A COMA. 


CHAPTER 25 


NAMASU 


Аве 


АЕ сс 


と せら の чаши 


ーー 
со 
сл 


оп 8 гя 


DRIVEN ВУ | 
(ТЕМРТАТТОН.. 


回 


ЕН ЖЕҢ 


В 
Б 


римска Gre Г) cs, 


(Ес иш 
主婦 の 友 イ ン フォ ス )) 


МИА 


キャ ラク タタ 原案 :” の と うこ 


単行 本 (4 наићи, 


16 IT 
то REALLY ВЕ. 
END THE FINE, 


CONVER- 
SATION 
AT THIS 
POINT 
WHEN 
THERE'S 
POISON 
IN- 
VOLVED? 


№; 


NOT THÉ 
し IVE 


POISON 15 
ACTUALLY 
CONCEN- 
TRATED IN. 


CONSISTED 
OF THE LESS 
POISONOUS 

SKIN AND 


WHERE THE | MEAT THAT 


HAVE BEEN 
PARBOILED, 


BLEM. | 
BELIEVE 
SHAO MAO 
16 TIGHT- 


IF We're 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
Ten THe SOMETHING 
А APAB し と 
OF SENDING 
THING ТО АРЕРБОМ 
cone: INTO А 
то MIND a 
WOULD ве i 
THE LIVER. 
BUT THE 
NAMASU 
ІМӘРЕ- 
DIENTS 
USED IN 
THIS ІМ- 


CI の NT 


くす り 


Ж 


REALLY 
ACCUMU- 
LATE THAT 
MUCH 


ии WELL, DE- 
| BELIEVE IT'S PENDING ON 
ALREADY A ТИЕ ӨРГӨ 
の ENVIRONMENT 
THINGS THAT IT WAS 
FUGU FISH ARE “CONCERN ae 
POISONOUS. ; 


THERE ARE 
OCCASIONS 
WHEN EVEN 
THE MEAT 15 
POISONOUS. 


IN THIS 
INCIDENT, 


PREVIOUS 


THE 
fies DO BOTH CHEFS 


ITIES DO 
NOT END INSISTED 
THERE. THAT THEY 
HADN'T USED 
FUGU FISH. 


However, 
We FOUND 
THAT ALL 
THE 
INNARDS 
HAD BEEN 
PROPERLY 


тише ##МОҮЕР. 


ме сом- 
CLUDED 
THAT THE 
LIVEP 
WAS NOT 
SERVED, 


| 


1 DION'T 
use ІТ AT 


ALL ON 

Bea DISHWAS | VARIOUS 
THE DAY SAID TO JURISDICTIONS; 
INCIDENT. ве FUGU 


UNFORTU- 
NATELY, 
THERE WERE 
NO WITN と らら らら 
THAT COULD 
РЕОМРЕ А 
TESTIMONY. 


FUGU 


INNARDS 
AND SKIN THE BUREAU- 
МЕРЕ СЕАТ WHO 
COLLAPSED 
THEY FOUND IN THIS 
мере IN THE INCIDENT 
| CONFIS- KITCHEN’S AND THE 
САТРО WASTE. MERCHANT 
AS EVI- FROM THE 
PREVIOUS 


оме 


мере вотн 
GOURMETS 
WHO 
вмаочео 
DELICACIES. 


NOT ONLY DID 
THEY OFTEN 
CONSUME ALL 

BOTH OF _KINDS OF RAW 
THelg FISH THAT МЕРЕ 
FAVOURITE BANNED UNDER 


AS WELL, 


тв NOT 
UNUSUAL 
то NOT 
FEW DAYS, GET RID 
IF IT THE OF THE 
WEATHER WASTE 
WAS COLD, 
ESPECIALLY 
IN THIS 


AFTER 
МЕРЕ FOUND と ON- 
CONVULSING SUMING 
WITH BLUE воти ALL THE 
пре. містіме 56020 
rer. #000, 
over 30 
MINUTES 


LATER. 


GAO су 

Кта IT PONTS 

pee MORE TO A FUGU 

к INFORMATION POISONING. 
INTO IT REGARDING 


TOMOR- Ша 
ROW. 


THIS 15 
THE CHEF'S 
COOKBOOK 
Ace THAT WAS 
CORDING USED TO 
ТО THE PREPARE 
TESTIMONY THE DISHES 
OF THE THAT DAY. 
VICTIM'S | 
THE DISHES >. 
THAT were SERVANT, | 
SERVED TO 
THEIR EMPLOYER 
ARE MOSTLY 
WRITTEN IN 
THIS BOOK. 


THERE АВЕ 
DIFFERENT KINDS 
TYPES OF 3 OF VINEGAR FISH HAS BEEN 
FISH AND MIXTURES TO ВЕ PARBOILED, ADD 
USED, ACCORDING THINLY-SLICED 
VEGETABLES 


VEGETABLES 4 
USED ARE ТО THE SEASON IT 
NOT WRITTEN 16 BEING PREPARED AND DRESS IT 
IN DETAIL. IN AND ТИЕ OBTAIN- WITH VINEGAR" 
ABLE INGREDIENTS, 
WRITTEN IN 
HERE, BUT 


® 
(8 WE WONT 
< KNOW WHAT 
Ë WAS USED IN 
= е THE DISHES 
WITH JUST 
THIS INFOR- 
MATION. 


THAT 
EXPRESSION сү 
HURT, YOU а 
я | 


NN KNOW? 


You 
SURE DO 
LOOK EN- 
THUSIASTIC 
ABOUT GAO 

5HUN' ら 

STORY. 


< くすり や 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 
1% 
%% 60 ТИЕ HEY, HEY, 
INCIDENT WAIT A 
| {| HappENED MOMENT. 
A WEEK 
4 3 AGO? 
b LISTEN 
га то WHAT | & 4 
7%,, |: я% 
ча * 
-| PHS. ИЯ “| 
2 фон, 
Е DoNT 
ç ) move. \ 
то Я / е у 
YES. 1 МЕ ше 
" са 
`Z 
ІШ 
Еу 
0) иге І WONDER 
WHAT HE USED; 
wire RADISHES OR 
` š CARROTS? 
Й |, 
LOOKS. 
LIKE HE 
USED 
SEAWEED. 
oD 


ANYONE 
WOULD ВЕ 
ENTHUSIASTIC 
АВОЦТ АМ 
INTERESTING 
STORY. 


IN 
THIS COLD 
SEASON, 
THE CHOICE 
OF VEGE- 
TABLES IS 
LIMITED. 


Abby ЕДЕН 


IT's NOT Ө үз 
STRANGE FOR M ? 
PEOPLE WHO т” WEEDS 
ENJOY DELI- 2 
CACIES ТО 
ОВТАМ SOME 
RATHER UN- 
USUAL SEA- 8 
ЈУ У С @ 
ф SEA- I 
i WEED. Ж? 
3 < 
з < 
» | БУ 


Боқы 


COULD 
YOU SHOW 
ME THE 
KITCHEN 
WHERE THE 
DISHES 
WERE PRE- 
PARED? 


IT WAS 
АТАН. RELATIVELY 
| ТИЕ PRE- MC 
PARATIONS 
МЕРА PERMISSION 
~ q TO мет THE 
| KITCHEN. 


| HAVE 
A FEELING 
THAT HE 
RESEMBLES 
A CERTAIN 
SOMEONE. 


BECAUSE 
THE 
OFFICIAL 
WHO HAN- 
OLED THIS 
case 
ALREADY 
CON- 
CLUDED не 
INVESTI- 
GATION, 


SINCE THE 
INCIDENT. 


WE HAVE 
OBTAINED 
APPROVAL 

FROM 

THE LADY 

OF THIS 

ESTATE. 


НЕ 16 ТИЕ 
MASTER'S: 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


AGING THE 
ESTATE 


EVER 
SINCE 
MASTER 
FELL INTO 


AND 
THERE 15 NO 
PERISHABLE 


呈 ピ ッ パプ ガン ガン 


я те 
MASTER'S 
FAVOURITE. 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


іш ЕЕ 


| DIDN'T 
THOUGH. 


| тте STILL 
А ТАР ТОО 


PICKLED 
IT IN SALT, 
IT STILL 
WOULDN'T 
LAST THIS 
LONG. 


= 
@ п / 
/ 1 

IT COULD || 1 THINK 
HAVE BEEN | THIS WASN'T 
PROCURED HARVESTED 
FROM THE FROM 

SOUTH AROUND 
THROUGH HERE. 

TRADE. 


FOR ЕХ- 
AMPLE, 


| UNDER- 
STAND YESTER- 
DAY'S MILITARY 

<{ OFFICIAL, AND THE |? 
OFFICIAL WHO 4 


CONSULTED GAO 
SHUN BEING 
PRESENT, 


1 WON'T 
COMPLAIN 
SINCE HE'S 
LETTING ME 
USE THE 

KITCHEN 

IN HIS 
BUILDING. 


WASHED IT 
IN WATER 


BEFORE 
SPLITTING 
IT INTO TWO 
SERVINGS. 


BASED ON MY 
WITH HIS PRELIMINARY 
SERVANT, INVESTIGATION, 
HE SAID IT HAS 
THAT. НБ INDEED BEEN 

Nee ae BROUGHT 
TEM IN FROM THE 


WINTER. 


| ASKED 
AND THEY THE OTHER 
ALL GAVE SERVANTS 


ANSWER. 


SEAWEED 
16 MOST 
LIKELY 
THE SAME, 
USUALLY 
USED, 
VARIETY. 


IT DOESN'T 
NECESSARILY 
MEAN THAT 
IT'S NOT 
poisonous. || 


| ALSO 
ASKED THE 
CHEF ABOUT 
THIS SEA- 
WEED. 


“IT'S THE 
SAME 
VARIETY А6 
THE USUAL 
KIND, IT 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ANY 
POISON 
IN IT” 


DESPITE 
IT BEING 
THE SAME 
KIND OF 
\ SEAWEED, 


ВИТ ВУ 
REMOVING 
THEIR BLOOD 


AND TREATING 


THEM WITH 
HEAT, THEY 
ВЕСОМЕ 
EDIBLE. 


IN THIS 
CASE, | 
HEARD THAT 
THE SEAWEED 
IN QUESTION 
NEEDS TO BE 
PICKLED WITH 
QUICKLIME. 


COULD 
HAVE TRIED 
TO PROFIT OFF 
OF THIS BY 
REQUESTING 
SOME SOUTHERN 
LOCALS TO 
MAKE PICKLED 
SEAWEED 
WITH SALT. 


AMPLE, 
EELS 
ARE AC- 
TUALLY 
POISON- 
ous, 


THIS PERHAPS, 
SEAWEED ШЕ 
ISN'T THAT 
COMMONLY 
CONSUMED? 


A TRADER 
WHO HAS 
HEARD THAT 
THIS SEAWEED 
HAPPENS 
ТО BEA 
FAVOURITE OF 
А CERTAIN 
OFFICIAL 


ARE MANY 
METHODS 
OF MAKING 
POISONOUS 
FOOD SAFE 
FOR CON- 
SUMPTION. 


ONE ОҒ 
WHICH 16 
PICKLED WITH 


QUICKLIME 


(ТЕШТИ бе Ого, | 
72) 


SUPPOSED 


402020005 
ТО РВОМ 
Дара влагоемевта | 
POISONOUS 
ANYMORE INFOMATIONII| 
BY EATING бордо 


(CERTAIN) 
[ИНЕТЕ {МОТ 
も 出欠 2 と AW と と D4 


Hay 


TO TREAT 
A MAIDEN, 
Y'KNOW? 


WHO'S THE 
ONE WHO Gave |} 
THE IDEA TO 
THE TRADER 
THAT TO PICKLE 
мор ТИЕ SEAWEED 
2 ТИЕ WITH SALT. 
OF ТИЕ 
MATTER. 


THAT WAS 
NOT THE 
САбЕ.... 


ORDERED 
IT WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
CONSUMED 
IT, 
THEN THEY 
REAPED 
WHAT THEY 


THERE IS 


POISONOUS 


ТО PROCURE 
IT FROM AN 
AREA WHERE 
IT'S NOT 
COMMONLY 
CONSUMED, 


IT GOES 
WITHOUT 
SAYING 
THAT THERE 
WOULD BE 
HIGH RISK 
INVOLVED. 


THINK | 
NEED TO 

SPEAK ANY |) 
FURTHER. 


у ANYWAY, 

THIS CASE 
IS AS 

GOOD AS 


IF DAD 
KNEW 


ABOUT 
THIS, HE'D 
SCOLD ME 
FOR SURE. 


THERE'S 
A CHANCE 
THAT CASE 
AND THE 
INCIDENT 10 
YEARS AGO 
ARE CON- 

NECTED. 


THEN, 
| CAN'T 
SAY FOR 
CERTAIN, 
вит 


NECASSARY 
THINGS AGAIN 
BECAUSE 
OF MY 
CURIOSITY. 


LIKELY 
BECAUSE 
HE DIDN'T 
WANT THE 
SEAWEED 

TO BE 


GUY WAS 

WILLING TO 

БИЕ: KILL FOR 
SUCH А 
HOW WAS РЕТТУ 


НЕ APLE ТО 
OBTAIN THE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE 
POISONOUS 

SEAWEED? 


REASON. 


DURING 
HIS INTER- 
ROGATION, 

НЕ ФАТО 
THAT НЕ WAS 
INFORMED BY 

д GUY WHO 

SAT DOWN 
BESIDE HIM 

IN А ВАР. 


THE 
CULPRIT 
WAS THE 
VICTIM'S 
BROTHER. 


49 500М AS 
HIS ら UPー 
PLIER WAS 


РЕРОРТ 
REGARD- 
ING THE 
INCIDENT 
ARRIVED. 


FOUND, HE 
ADMITTED 
THAT HE 
WAS THE 
ONE WHO 
BOUGHT THE 
SEAWEED. 


HIS 


дод MOTIVE 
WAS 


SECOND 
Сиде, ите | ТКА" 
ВРОТНЕР 
WAS AN 
OBSTACLE 
FOR HIM. 


ATALE 
AS OLD 
AS TIME, 
QUITE 
ANTI- 
CLIMAC- 
TIC. 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


ШТ... 


IN 
THE END, 
I DIDN'T 
МАМАСЕ 
ТО БАТ ТИЕ 
POISONOUS 
SEAWEED. 


SHOULD 

I INFUSE ІТ 

INTO SAKE? 

OR MAYBE 
GRIND IT 
ФР INTO 

API? 


WHETHER 
IT WAS ALL 
SOME KIND 
OF PLOT ОР 


меге COIN- 
CIDENCE, 
We DON’T 
KNOW. 


АС о мень 
CIDENTALY ПОД sama. 
PUT ON A ç 
CHEERFUL (е 

FACE... っ 
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ТИВАРО, 
THAT ТНЕ 
Иде REASON HE 
BECAUSE RETURNED 
немеєрер 20 し AT 
TO ТАКЕ 
CARE OF HIS. 
WoRK THAT 
PILED UP 


\ | THIS CERTAIN 
‘SOMEONE 

WHO 1 CAN'T 

GET ALONG || 


Less TIME 
ATTENDING 
TO OTHER 
THINGS 
ТО SATISFY 


CAN'T FIND 
ANY MIDDLE 
GROUND 
EITHER. 


HE 
SPENDS 
ALL HIS 
TIME DOING 
HIS HOBBY, 
PLAYING 
SHOGI, 
60 AND 
GOSSIPING 
А ҒА- 
MOUSLY 
ЕС- 
と ENTRIC 
PERSON. 


ECCENTRIC 
зы? 


TO THINK 
THERE 16 
ФОМЕОМЕ 
WHO 15 
ABLE ТО 
EXCHANGE 
BLOWS 
WITH HIM. 


ИЕ А- 
DOPTED ИЄ 
NEPHEW AND 

ENTRUSTED 
HIM WITH 
THE ROLE 
OF TAKING 

САВЕ OF HIS 

HOUSEHOLD, 


А HIGH- 
RANKING 
MILITARY 
OFFICER 
AND AN 


THIS б 


THE GUY WHO 
CAN MAKE 
А RANDOM 

WOMAN 
FAINT JUST 

BY SHOWING 

HIS FACE. 


HE'S A 
HI と H-RANKIN 
MILITARY 
OFFICER 
WITH A VERY 
SHARP MIND. 


У ИД 
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| BELIEVE 


ABOUT THIS 
MATTER. 


LET'S 
FORGET 
ABOUT 


ONCE HE 


= 
ye) | 
кети ТА 
Bra p| KEEP COMING 
) САВ: AND WASTING 


BER, YOUR TIME. 
PM FORCED 
ТО РОГ ОР 
жити німін STRANGELY КОД), 
wy ornce ЙО, > Ф 
EVERY DAY. 

а | 
| — 


FORGET 
ABOUT 
іт, 


IF THIS 
МЕРЕ А 
DIFFERENT TICIAN. 
ERA, HÉ 
WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
CALLED 
TAIKOUBOU. 


ITARY 
TAC- 


[III 


BECAUSE 
А CERTAIN 
GIRL сом- 
NECTED TO 
ROKUSHO- 
UKAN WAS 
APPOINTED 

AS MY MAID- 

SERVANT. 


THE 
REASON 
BEHIND HIM 
PESTER- 
ING ME 
RECENTLY 
15 MOST 
LIKELY, 


Т 


ШШІШІ 


くす り 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


гонсом- 
SCIOUSLY 


THINK I'LL 
EVER MEET 
ANOTHER 
WOMAN AS 
INTERESTING 
AS HER. 


THOUGHT 
HE WASN'T 
INTERESTED 
IN THINGS 
LIKE LOVE 
AFFAIRS 
AND THE 


THE THANKS 
MILITARY то ив 
ASSUMED LOOSE 

THAT | HAD 
REDEEMED 
HER TO ВЕ- 
COME MY 
MISTRESS. 


SAID, | HAD 
A CLOSE 
FRIEND IN 
ROKUSHO- 
UKAN A 
LONG TIME 
AGO. + 


1 WAS STILL 
YOUNG, BUT 
SHE WAS 
A FINE 


COURTE- 
SAN. 


ЕИП 


қоза 


SHE MUST 
HAVE BEEN 


1 coup 
WIN AGAINST 
HER AT SHOGI, 
BUT ALWAYS 
LOST AT GO. 


PLANNED. 


THERE 
WERE TWO 
WHIMSY 
RICH GUYS 
ДВА WHO WERE 


RESULT, COMPETING 
HER PRICE FOR HER, 


GOT JACKED 
ИР BECAUSE 
OF THEIR 
BIDDING 
WAR. 


\ ARE TIMES 

// ШІ НЕМ THE 
—Ç , PRICE ТО 
REDEEM А 

COURTESAN 

SOMEONE | с INFLATED 

LIKE RAKAN А TO THAT ОР 


COULDN'T AN IMPERIAL 
THEN THAT 
must've COMPETE, VILLA. 
BEEN THE 
REASON AS 
то Why. 


< くすり や 


薬屋 の ひと り ご と 


— 


SHE WAS 
FAR FROM 
ORDINARY. 
SHE EVEN WHILE 


WOULD HAVE POURING TEA 


THIS РОМРОЦ6 TO HER СЦе- 


EXPRESSION, АБ TOMERS, 


ІР HER MERE 


SHE WAS 
AN ЕС- 
CENTRIC 
と OUR- 
SELLING 
HER ТЕФАМ, 
ART, ВИТ 
МОТ HER 
вору. 


ATTENTION WAS 
AN АСТ ОР 
ALMSGIVING. 


ALSO THAT 
| М CHARM OF 

то MYSELF, |] HER'S THAT 
THAT ONE : 4 ENDED UP 
Ç HOOKING 

THOSE WHIM- 

SICAL GUYS. 


THAT BEING 
SAID, | WAS 
ALSO ONE 
OF THEM. 


THAT LOOK 
OF HERS SENT 
IRRESISTIBLE 
SHIVERS DOWN 
MY SPINE. 


SURELY 
BE PIN- 
NING HER 
DOWN. 


І ТООК 
DOWN HER 
PREMIER. 


YOU JUST 
HAVE TO 


PLISHED 
SUCH A 
FEAT? 


YOU COME 
ALL THE 
WAY HERE 
JuST ТО 
PUT ON 
AIRS? 


BEFORE | 
TELL YOU, 
| HAVE 
JUST ONE 
REQUEST. 


I Just 
CAN'T 
HELP BUT 
THINK THAT 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
To IT. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TRYING 
TO SAY? 


IT APPEARS 
THAT SHE'S 


STRANGELY 
GOOD AT 
SOLVING 

PUZZLES, IS 
SHE NOT? 


THE 
OTHER 
DAY, AN АС- 
WHAT HE QUAINTANCE 
LEFT BEHIND OF MINE 
WAS A RATHER и 
INTRIGUING š 
LAST WILL. 


THAT NEW 
MAIDSERVANT 
THAT УОЦ 
RECRUITED 
RECENTLY, 


KIND OF 
INTEREST- 


те NO 
BIGGIE. 
им JUST 
WONDERING | М 
IF THAT LITTLE |И ) 
SMART MAID- у) 
SERVANT ОР 
YOURS COULD 
Й INVESTIGATE 
THIS. 


ОМО, WHO'S THIS? 


JIANG ZIYA CLIVED AROUND THE ПТИ CENTURY BC), ALSO KNOWN 
BY SEVERAL OTHER NAMES (KNOWN AS ТА/КОНВОМ IN JAPANESE), 
WAS A CHINESE NOBLE WHO HELPED KINGS WEN AND И OF ZHOW 

OVERTHROW THE SHANG DYNASTY IN ANCIENT CHINA. 
FOLLOWING THEIR VICTORY AT MUYE, HE 
CONTINUED TO SERVE AS А ZHOU MIN/STER. 

HE REMAINED LOYAL ТО THE REGENT РИКЕ OF ZHOLI DURING 
THE REBELLION OF THE THREE GUARDS. 


ANOTHER THING TO NOTE IS THAT HE WAS THE ONE BEHIND 
THE CREATION OF THE S/X SECRET TEACHINGS. 
IF YOU WISH TO KNOW WHAT THOSE S/X SECRET TEACHINGS 
WERE, YOU CAN LOOK THEM UP ON WIKIPEDIA. 
HE LOOKED LIKE THIS CIF YOU'RE INTERESTED): 


NOTES ON QUICKLIME + WATEK 


CALCIUM HYDROXIDE (TRADITIONALLY CALLED SLAKED LIME) 
IS AN INORGANIC COMPOUND. IT IS A COLORLESS 
CRYSTAL OR WHITE POWDER AND IS OBTAINED WHEN 
QUICKLIME (CALCIUM OXIDE) IS MIXED, OR SLAKED 
WITH WATER. CALCIUM HYDROXIDE IS USED IN MANY 
APPLICATIONS, INCLUDING FOOD PREPARATION. 
LIMEWATER IS THE COMMON NAME FOR A SATURATED 
SOLUTION OF CALCIUM HYDROXIDE. ONE SIGNIFICANT 
APPLICATION OF CALCIUM HYDROXIDE IS AS A 
FLOCCULANT, IN WATER AND SEWAGE TREATMENT. 
THERE'S A LOT MORE USES WRITTEN ON 
WIKIPEDIA, SO IF YOU'RE INTERESTED, YOU 
KNOW WHERE TO FIND IT. 


85 РОК THE SEAWEED? 


SEAWEED = OGONORI 
AND AN ARTICLE ON SOME STUDY DONE ON SEAWEEDS: 


RESEARCHGATE.NET/PLUBLICATION/200409677_TOXIC_AND-HARMFUL.SEAWEEDS 


МУ DECEASED 
ACQUAINTANCE 
WAS A GOLDSMITH 
WHO WORKED AS 
A PURVEYOR FOR 
THE IMPERIAL 
COURT. 


BUT HE 


PASSED 
AND IT IS AWAY 
SAID THAT His з WITHOUT 
BIOLOGICAL APPOINTING 
ONE OF. SONS WERE HIS SUC- 


THEM WILL 

UNDER HIS 
BE CHOSEN — тедсніксв, 
AS HIS SUC- 
CESSOR. 


CESSOR. 


BUT IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
HE DIDN'T 
PASS DOWN 
HIS SECRET 
TECHNIQUE 
TO ANY OF 


SURELY | THINK 
HIS 
HOLDS THE ENIGMATIC 


| FEEL 
THE KEY LAST WILL SORRY 
TO HIS FOR HIM. 


SECRETS. 


"THIS 15 
WHAT 1 
WANT YOU 
TO FIND 
оит." 


НЕ 


боме 


OF THE ALWAYS 
TECH- GIVES ME 
Ка TROUBLE- 
едем WHENEVER 
ARE THOSE PASSED НЕ FEELS 
ONTO 
WHICH ARE LIKE IT 


NOT 016- HIS 50м6, 
CLOSED To 
OUTSIDERS, 


BUT 


ІТ LooKs 


LIKE THE 
HEAD ОРАМ “©рт 
ІТ WOULD ARTISAN тЫ 
ВЕ А ЦЕ HOUSEHOLD 
FOR ME ТО 
SAY ҮМ NOT 


INTERESTED. 


you 
WANT ME 
TO UNCOVER 
THE GOLD- 
SMITH’S 
SECRETS, 
RIGHT? 


DEDUCTION 


げん さく / ons が な っ «Й 8 


| = 5:48 
x < = 


CHAPTER 26 


THE LEAD 


今月 も 大 重 


ANYWAY, 


WHAT WAS 
THAT ABOUT 
IT BEING 
ENIGMATIC? 


AND THE 

YOUNGEST 
ФОМ АТТ, 

ғои вон. ~ 


ТИЕ MIPP レ し 


PIECE ОҒ Д 
FURNITURE, | 


ша. | 


LIKE 
ВАСК 
IN ТИЕ 
DAYS." 


| 


| = 
|| на 


THE, ELDEST 


you 
SURE 

ACCEPTED 

IT EASILY. 


AREN'T 

YOU A 
BIT ТОО 
EAGER? 


SON WAS тен 
GIVENA NN 
WORKSHOP. 


HUT, 


"IT WOULD 
BE GREAT IF 
EVERYONE 
COULD 
DRINK TEA 
TOGETHER 


WELL, WRITTEN 
IN HIS LAST 
WILL WAS THE 
DISTRIBUTION 
OF HIS 
BELONGINGS, 


EVEN ТИЕ 
ONES WHO 
RECEIVED 
HIS LAST 
WILL HAVE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT IT 
MEANS. 
ж 


COULD | 
GET SOME 
MORE 
DETAILS 
CONCERN- 
ING THIS? 


І DID ASK 
FOR THE 
ADDRESS, 
IN CASE 
YOU'D ВЕ 
INTERESTED. 


THE 
INHERITENCE 
SEEMS TO 
FAVOR THE 
ELDER 
BROTHERS 
A ВП ТОО 
миси, 


вит 
THERE'S THE 
POSSIBILITY 
OF A DEEPER 
MEANING 
HIDDEN 
WITHIN... 


WANTED HIS 
SONS TO 
GET ALONG 
WITH EACH- 
OTHER. 


WELL, 
| DON'T 
REALLY 
GET IT, BUT 
ISN'T THAT 
WHAT ALL 
PARENTS 


IF WE 
WERE TO 
COMPARE 
WHAT EACH 
OF THEM 
RECEIVED, 


THEN NO 
MATTER 
HOW YOU 

LOOK AT IT, 

THE YOUNGEST 

SON GOT 
THE SHORT 
END OF THE 

STICK. 


| DIDN'T 
ASK TOO 
MUCH 
ABOUT 
THE 
DETAILS, 


SUMMARY тк 5ENG WPMITTEP INTO THE IMPERIAL COURT, MAO MAO Is TASKEP WITH SOLVING 
EVEN MORE MYSTERIES THAN EVER BEFORE. 


k. 2 


PREDICTED 
THIS FROM 
THE VERY 
BEGINNING. 


IF те NOT 
TOO MUCH 
TO ASK 
FOR SOME 
TIME OFF 
TOMORROW, 
THEN... 


HE'S 
PRETTY 
WELL PRE- 
PARED, 


| BETTER 
BE PREPARED 

FOR THE 
EXTRA WORK 
SHE'LL HAVE 
ME DO ONCE | 
COME BACK. 


THERE 
HAS 
BEEN AN 
ARANGE- 
MENT 
MADE 
WITH THE 
FAMILY. 


FOR THE 
OFFICIAL 
RECORD, 


/'М THE 
INVEST/- 


YOU'RE 
ЯУ 45- 
SISTANT. 


BUT HIS 
ATTITUDE 
CAN BE 
CONVENIENT 
WHEN РМ 
WORKING. 


I'LL LEAVE 
HIM BE AS 
LONG AS IT 
DOESN'T 
CAUSE 
ME ANY 
PROBLEMS. 


HIS МАМЕ 
16 BASEN. 


IT’S МОТ 
50 MUCH 
THAT НЕ!5 
RESERVED 
AS THAT 
НЕ SEEMS 
TO DISLIKE 
МЕ. 


не ONLY 
EVER SAYS 
THE BARE 

MINIMUM, 


THERE 
STANDS THE 
ARTISAN’S 
SPLENDID 
HOUSE. 


WHEN 
YOU HEAD 
DONN THE 
CAPITAL'S 
MAIN ROAD, 

YOU EVENTU- 
ALLY REACH 
AN AREA 
FILLED WITH 
STORES, 


aa 


PLEASE 
COME IN. 


ALREADY 
BEEN 
INFORMED 
OF YOUR 
мат, 


THIS PLACE 
SURE 5 
THOROUGHLY 
MAINTAINED. 


EMCOUNTERED 
IT WHILE HE 
WAS OUT 

PROCURING 


Ју, \& 


HE 
LIKED TO 
COLLECT 
UNUSUAL 

THINGS, 
YOU SEE. 


| | =? 16 ТИАТ 
И RIGHT NOW YOUR ново Ñ 
IT'S BEING З НОР СУР 
USED AS А = Е 
STORAGE LE 
SHED テー ў NO, IT ә. 
IT ALSO シシ ン 
FOR OLD ; ; ⁄ USED TO BE 
үн 7005. | 2 z z ЕТТЕ | 
АА < а вит WE NOW | 
PLACE FOR 
WORKERS USE THE MAIN | 
то DRINK BUILDING 
TEA. INSTEAD. ZZ 
ンコ = | 
2 
| | | 
テー Ë | 
ж, = 
жс к 
し у 
у = IVE 
- | CALLED 
МУ ELDER 
N || BRoTug- 
\ | ве 
\ 
ЖЫ ELDER 
/ BROTHE- = 
⁄ RS? ーーー 
| / THEN THAT р 
] MEANS THE 
| ONE GUIDING 
PONY US IS THE 
| YOUNGEST 
: SON. 
= ~ 
ーー = 
| 
|| J 
| | т 
| 7 
oN" 8 QUITE А 
| қ РЕСИЦАВ 
⁄ BUILDING. 


A WELL, 
AS FAR AS 
1 САМ SEE, THE 
CONDITION OF 
THIS ROOM 
\ ISN'T BAD. 


THE WAY 
THE TABLES 
HAVE BEEN 
ARRANGED ーー= 
| GIVE IT A — 
\ бЕМбЕ ОР 
UNITY 
У У 
WHILE 
THE CABINET 
EMANATES AN 
EXQUISITE 
AIR. 


THIS EN- 
GRAVING... 
IT's QUITE 
DIFFERENT 
COMPARED 
TO THE 


THEY LEFT 


A CABINET IN 
THE MIDDLE OF 


THE ROOM. 


ITS LOCATION 


16 RATHER 


BOTHERSOME. 


CORNERS 
HAVE BEEN 
SMOOTHLY 
THE SANDED. IT 
TOP 3 ALSO HAS 
DRAWERS METAL EN- 
AND THE GRAVINGS. 
MIDDLE 
ONE HAVE 
KEYHOLES, 
WHILE THE 
OTHERS 


DON'T. 


LOOKS LIKE 
THEY MOVED 
THE TOOLS THAT 
WERE BEING 
STORED HERE 
AND TIDIED UP 
AFTERWARDS, 
вит 


ТИЕ 


5INCE 
| ALREADY 
KNOW 


WHO THE 
YOUNGEST 
ONE 16, 


SERVES ME 
RIGHT, THE 
MIDDLE SON 
SON WAS 
GIVEN А 
PIECE OF 
РИРМТИРЕ. 


SON, AND 


THE ONLY 
WAY FOR 
SUNLIGHT 
TO ENTER 
THE ROOM 
IS FROM JUDGING 
THIS FROM THIS 


WINDOW. CONSOLE 


Á ` 
< ¿N 


PERPLEX- 
ING, ISN'T 
ІТ? 


SOMETHING 
PLACED 
HERE FOR 
A LONG 

TIME? 


ELDEST 
SON. 


SURE, 
THE SHAPE 
OF THE 
WINDOW 
ENSURES 
ті 
ТИЕ Too 
CHESTNUT RECEIVES 
TREE А LOT OF 
PLANTED SUNLIGHT, 
вит 


OUTSIDE 

BLOCKS 

MOST OF 
ІТ. 


THERE' ら 
А SQUARE- 
SHAPED 
DISCOL- 
ORATION 
HERE. 


WE WOULD 
NEED TO 
HEAR MORE 
DETAILS 
CONCERNING 
THE STORY. 


AS 
YOU KNOW 
ALREADY 


THAT BEING | 
THE CASE, 
| INHER- 
ITED THIS 
SMALL 


ОЦЕ 
РАТНЕВ 
PASSED 

АМАУ 

WITHOUT 


вит WHO 
WOULD 
HAVE 


WHAT 
WAS 
OuR 
FATHER 
THINK- 
ING? 


EXPECTING 
THE FISH 
BOWL TO BE 
CERAMIC, OR 
AT THE 
VERY LEAST, 
WOODEN. 


AND | 


== WAS СМЕМ 


THIS. 


THIS MEANS 
THAT EACH 
INHERITANCE 
16 WORTH 
SOMETHING. 


OFF, THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
KEY, BUT IT 
DOESN'T 
EVEN FIT IN 
ANY OF THE 
KEYHOLES. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
| WAS 
GIVEN 
THIS 
CABINET, 


уо, 


THIS ENTIRE 
INHERITANCE 
16 NOTHING 
ВИТ А ЈОКЕ. 


К 


НАМЕ ТО 

5 WORRY 
ША ABOUT 
7 WHAT ТО 
EAT FOR 

А WHILE. 


UNLIKE Us, 
YOU WON'T 


THIS IS 
sau PROBABLY 
か SUPPOSED 
ー ТО ВЕ ТИЕ 
КЕУ ТО ТИЕ 
= сат ща 
SEEM Looks і 
то FIND LIKE ТИЕ 
IT ANY- ТОР 3 
WHERE, DRAWERS 
ARE ALL 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE 
OPENED 
% WITH ONE 
KEY, ВИТ 
Ба? 


You 
RECEIVED 
SOMETHING 
THAT CAN 
ACTUALLY 

BE SOLD. 


ч > ` 
> = 
ҒАТНЕК 
WANTED 
Us TO 
ORINK ТЕА | — 
TOGETHER 
LIKE IN THE 
THAT'S OLD DAYS, 
WHY HE 
SPLIT THIS — 
PLACE UP IN = 
HIS INHER- 
ITANCE! — 


Й 


THAT'S 
EASY 
FOR YOU 
TO SAY. 


\ “ А 
` АК 
ае л | 
| a) sve 

7 j YEAH 

Looks / , 

LIKE THERE'S ASKING 

SOME SORT OF us ТО 
WALL BETWEEN DRINK TEA 
THE YOUNGEST TOGETHER, 
SIBLING AND HIS WHAT'S UP 
BROTHERS. ат > WITH THAT? 

| さい 


PARDON 
ME. 


l 
вкоцент 
СОМЕ 
ТЕА. 


THE 


BROTHERS “OY 
WENT OUT — 
OF THEIR (53) —4 
WAY ТО Ë 
рака: SIT IN 4 
LIKE THEIR SPECIFIC 
SEATING AR- і 
RANGEMENT х 
WAS PRE- 
DETERMINED. 


THEY 
DO SEEM Я 
ТО ВЕ 
MAYBE AVOIDING a 
176 ВЕ- ТИЕ 
CAUSE ОР WINDOW 
THE DIRECT THOUGH. 
SUNLIGHT. = 


< АТ THIS 
ТІМЕ ОҒ 
THE LIGHT DAY, THE 
SHOULD LIGHT CAN 
= REACH THE EASILY SHINE 
а _ САВІМЕТ THROUGH 
SOON. THE WINDOW. 
аб WHEN 
IHAD А 
CLOSER 
LOOK 
EARLIER, 
| DIDN'T 
NOTICE 
ANY 016- 
COLOR- 


ATION. 


COLOR- 
ATION? 


BECAUSE 


OF THE 
TREE, DIRECT 
SUNLIGHT 


CAN ONLY 
ENTER FOR 
SHORT 


PERIOD OF | 
ТІМЕ. | 


WE 

USED ТО 

ВЕ ABLE 

то, вит 

AFTER 

WE FATHER 


CAN NO TINKERED 
WITH 


LONGER 
OPEN THEM, 
THEM. 


“IF YOU 
TRY TO 
FORCEFULLY 
OPEN THE 
LOCK, THE 
SO CONTENTS 


DON'T WILL 


PLAY BREAK” 


WITH 
ІТ. 


YOU OPEN 
ANY OF THE 
DRAWERS 
THAT HAVE 
A LOCK? 


> 


ANDA 
FISHBOWL や 


ASSUMING 
THERE WAS 
ФОМЕ KIND OF 
REASON FOR 
NAILING DOWN 
THE CABINET, 
THEN... 


マー aq 
SS ©. 
зе FLOOR ` 
тне MUTA 


SOF 


OPEN THE 
DRAWER 


| и. 
Ñ 


/ — | ЕИ? | | / WAS ТИЕ равен Е 
ae == | бибмаши "6 вт 
YES IT Lal ХА ТОР OF THAT 
WAS. | “6 RACK? 
== v: J а 
УМЕ 5 


Ж”. EVERY- 
ІТ WAS TIME IT WAS 
USUALLY STARTING 
AROLD THIS TO GET COLD, 
TIME THAT WE OUR FATHER 
WOULD ALSO BE ー ン WOULD, SO 
DRINKING OUR TS ТИЕ FISH You SEE, 
TEA HERE _ с, И WOULDN'T WE USED 
TOGETHER, ка GN TO HAVE A 
て А, GOLDFISH. 


-HE WOULD 

PLACE THE == = 

Рен вом. | 一 4 

RIGHT HERE, |- 

IN THE 
WARM 
SUNLIGHT. 
2 | N 
© У ) 
“ » Е | 
HMM 5, WE DON'T 
N HAVE4 | 5 
м. GOLDFISH SN 
ANYMORE, | 
~“ У 
THAT'S 
WHY THIS 
16 JUST AN ンク 
м ORNAMENT 
FETCHING нен; 
SOME 
WATER. 4 
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DID YOU 
USUALLY 
FILL IT 


| | ма | ща 
1 зивт THAT 


ІР ТИЕ LIGHT 
HITS YOU IN 

THE EYES, IT 
CAN BLIND 


TRY 
TOUCH- 
ING THE 

KEYHOLE. 


(ІС 
AH! К 
YES, a 
THAT'S 
RIGHT. 


их 
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WHEN 
You Focus 
цент ONTO 

А SMALL 
AREA, ІТ 
GENERATES 
HEAT. 


MAYBE 
EVEN 
FEELING 
DEPRESSED 
A LOT OF 
THE TIME? 


was 
YOUR FATHER 
OFTEN ANEMIC 
WHILE ALSO 
SUFFERING 
FROM 
STOMACHE 
ACHES AND 
NAUSEA? 


ТИЕМ, 
COULD YOU 
PLEASE TRY 

TO OPEN 
THIS DRAWER 
USING THE 


FAMILIAR 
DOES THIS ұлты How | Ж 
WORKSHOP CRAFTSMEN ИДИ 


BORROW 
THE KEY 
FORA 
SECOND? 


DOWN INTO 
THE KEY 
MOULD 

BENEATH IT 

AND SOLID- 

IFIED. 


THE METAL 


FOLLOWING 
HIS LAST 
WILL OF 
DRINKING 


TEA 
TOGETHER 
"LIKE BACK 


INSIDE 
MELTED 


т шит 


у 
= 
~ == ~ 
WHAT = 
THE HELL 
IS THIS? 0 


ТИЕ 
CRYSTAL 
SEEMS TO 
CONTAIN 
SOME KIND 
ОР BLUEISH 
METAL 
THOUGH. 


THE METAL 
ORES AND 
THE PIECE 
OF CRYSTAL | 1 


ARE ALL 


LY 6122р 
DRAWERS. 


PROBABLY 
THE SAME 
KIND AS THE 


DECORATION 
AT THE 
ENTRANCE. 


STORED IN 
DIFFERENT- 


ONE USED AS | 


50 IN 
THE END, 
WE WENT 

ON A WILD 
GOOSE 
CHASE 

BECAUSE 

OF HIS LAST 
PRANK? 


FATHER 
USED то 
SAY ТИАТ 
IN ORDER 

TO ACQUIRE 


A NEW SKILL, 


YOU HAVE 
TO OBSERVE 
AND LEARN. 


AMONG 
THE THREE 
BROTHERS, 
HIS FINGERS 

HAVE THE 
MOST BURN 


ИМ SURE 
ーー пе | 


— | омчоме 
ТНАТ САМ 


TRULY 
UNDERSTAND 
THe тере 
MEANING 
OF THEIR 
FATHER’S 
LAST WILL 4 


THE 
RESULTING 
MIXTURE 
WOULD 
HAVE A 
Lower 
MELTING 
POINT 


THAN 
BACH 
METAL 
ON ITS 
OWN. 


(TRIED 
IMITATED 
HIM ве 
CONCOCTING 
му OWN 
MEDICINE, 
BUT JUST 
ENDED UP 
POISONING 
MYSELF. 


“SOLDER” 
16 MADE 
BY сом- 

BINING 
VARIOUS 

KINDS OF 

METAL. 


16 ALSO 
АТУРЕ 
OF LEAD, 
ACCORDING 
ТО FATHER. 


WITH 
THE LAST 
UNKNOWN 
CRYSTAL 
RESULTS 
IN ANEW 

METAL? 


COULD ONLY 
MEAN THAT 
THE MELTING 
POINT OF 
THE METAL 
INSIDE WAS 
REALLY 
LOW. 


THE FACE 
POWDER 
THAT WAS 
POPULAR 
IN THE 
INNER 
COURT А 
WHILE AGO 


гув SEEN 
CRAFTSMEN 
SHOWING 
SIGNS OF 
POISONING 
AFTER 

WORKING 
WITH Leap. 


Leap 
CAN BE 
USED AS 
POISON. 


TWO OF THE 
INGREDIENTS. 
THAT | KNOW 
OF ARE LEAD 
AND TIN. 


IT STILL 
ONLY HIT 
THE LATCH 

FORA 

SHORT 

PERIOD 
OF TIME. 


TWO 
OF THESE 
LUMPS ARE 
MATERIALS 
CALLED 
LEAD AND 


EVEN 
THOUGH THE 
LIGHT COMING 
OFF OF THE 
FISHBOWL 
GENERATES 
HEAT, 


| DON'T 
THINK | 
SHOULD 
GIVE HIM 
ANY MORE 
DETAILS. 


THE 
REASON 
BEHIND EACH 


DIFFERENT 
SIZE, 


PROBABLY 
HAS SOME- 
THING TO DO 
WITH THE 
RATIO USED 
IN THE 
MIXTURE. 


umm ] = 
РДА „„вит, 
В | SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
TELL HIM 
ーー THIS. 


Л, 


IN HANA- 
4 MACHI, 
и THERE |5 
27 А STORE 
5 CALLED 
x< ROKU- 
SHOLIKAN. 


A PHARMACIST 
CALLED RUOMEN 
WORKS THERE. 


IF YOU'RE 
EVER FEEL- 


ING UNWELL, | HE'S VERY 
FEEL FREE GOOD AT WHAT 
TO PAY HIM НЕКЕ, 

А VISIT. \ 
7 ) 


ОЕ, MAYBE, 
НЕ WI レレ 
DECIDE 

TO MONO- 

POLISE IT. 


WHATEVER 
HAPPENS 
16 NONE 
OF MY 
BUSINESS. 


EITHER THE 
YOUNGEST 
гом 
WILL SHOW 
KINDNESS: 
AND SHARE 
THE SECRET, 


THANKS 
FOR THE 
OTHER 
DAY. 


BOY OH Boy, 
WAS THAT 
INTERESTING. 


you 
PROBABLY 
ALREADY 
KNEW THAT 
ANYWAY. 


~ то оџт- 
610826, 
THE IT МАУ 
wounest |= ғ) GE | し oo 
BROTHER, ) М) N 【 4 Like THE 
IT 16 5АР WHO WAS у 4 BROTHERS 
THAT HE 15 PREVIOUSLY 522 < HAVE ре- 
THE ONE MOST | оокер DOWN CONCILED, 
se arronreo (ОМ, BEGAN 772 щ 
то SHOW ОРЕ | 
А9 THE NEXT детев 
purvevor ror Н! SKILLS. тнат 
THE IMPERIAL - INCI- 
соџет. = дент 


1PONT 


УМ SURE 5 KNOW THEIR: 
SHE WAS FAMILIAS 


AWARE 4 сесим- 
ОҒ ТНЕМ Ж STANCES, 
BUT JUST \ 

CHOSE то 

HIDE THEM 
FROM ME. 


THE LAST 
THING THEIR 
FATHER 
CRAFTED 15 
WONDERFUL. 


JUST А 
SIMPLE 
METAL 

FITTING, 
вит 


SURE THAT 
IF IT WAS 
USED FOR 
CEREMONIAL 
EQUIPMENT, 
IT WOULD 
LOOK NICE. 


ЕУЕМ 


THOUGH 
HE KNOWS 
MY CURRENT қ 
POSITION HAS 4 
NOTHING то 5 
DO WITH 
CEREMONIAL 
EQUIPMENT 
WHATSO- 
EVER... 
Ш 1 | FIND 
- IT Quite 
ik STRANGE 
ーー ж THAT А 
STRATEGIST 
[ - - WOULD 
R ____ ) 2 CONCERN 
2. - HIMSELF 
< ~ WITH А 
но _ Өл) — CRAFTS- 
u 7 А L 0, МАМ. 
coated 
ў | THINK ; | 
Е ҮЛ へ / ITS А МАЄТЕ ee 
је FOR А TALENTED | 
( INDIVIDUAL то РЯ 
\ GO UNNOTICED 
で BECAUSE OF А 
BROTHERLY 4 => 
= STRUGGLE, КУ М д ) 
| IF THERE S= а \ 
IS A TALENT 7 | 
WORTHY OF { 
7 А POSITION, ) Д 
WE OUGHT то я 
РИТ IT WHERE — 6 
7 и 
/ IT BELONGS. 72 М 
) 


\ 


\ 
ү 


` | || | || || І!! ШІН 
¥ 
人 


CERTAINLY, 
THAT'S TRUE. 


№ Г РАКАМ 
wou u — МАЧ ВЕ А 
COULD ダー リバ \ SHADY 
ФАЧ THAT | Š МАМ, BUT 
š HÉ НАБ 
у А 6000 
eve FOR 
wwe, PENDABLE Ат, 
IT AL20 PERSON, 
MAKES 
HIM еште OFF LIKE 


гой 
TROUBLE- 


THIS, \ COULD SAW 
THAT HE 
REACHED 
HIS 
CURRENT 
POSITION 
THANKS 


то HIS 
двилте то М \ 
DELEGATE. \ 


THAT NOTHING 


wioevee | МОРЕ 
HE HAS THAN 
APPOINTED PROOF, 
TOA 
PREVIOUS POSITION, 16 


CON- DOING THAT 
VERSATION. дов WELL. 


16 НЕ 


REALLY 

АВОЦТ TRYING WHICH 

THE COUR- TO FEIGN WAS? 
TESAN THAT IGNORANCE 
WE WERE AFTER ALL 
TALKING OF THIS? 


ABOUT. 


ABOUT 

HOW TO 

LOWER 
HER PRICE? 


| THINK 
) IT WOULD 
(| BE FASTER 
Ж TO Just 
ASK SOME- 
2 | ONE WHO 


KNOWS \\ 
ABOUT THAT \ 


WORLD. \ ` 


5, 


| 4 
| 
7 | 
| / 
| | | | a 
___ | меи, — Me ae 
= WELL, 
РЕ | WOULD тъ 
You 
LOOK 
AT THE 
IF | SPEND TIME. | 
АМУ MORE => 
TIME HERE, 7 | 
MY SUBOR- 7/ А ン 
DINATE WILL 
SCOLD МЕ. 1 Л 
г: ~ Í | 
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PLEASE 
GIVE THIS 
TO YOUR 
ATTENDANT. 


ING THE CHARACTERS 
STYLES IN MIND. 


EXCITED AS I TH 


STYLES NEW CHARACTERS WILL HAVE. 
- MANGA ARTIST, NEKO RURAGE 


Special Thanks 


MAO HYUUGA NATSU sg 
LN ustRaToR SHINO ТОКО sg 
MANGA ARTIST NEKO KURAGE sense 

EDITOR-SAMA L 
ALL THE READERS FOR READING 


EVERYONE, \ N 
PLEASE ы \ 
FORWARDTO ` 
VOLUME 6! \ 
- STORYBOARD ARTIST, д š. 


NANAO ITSUKI / > = 


EXTRA CONTENTS и COVER РАСЕ 


МАОМАО ARBITRARILY МАОМАО ARBITRARILY 
GAINING APPRECIATION (PART 2) 


MIND ТЕТ 
WEED ТНЕ 


SUIREN 
PRAISED 
YOUR 
1 WORK, 
1 was 60... 
THINKING 
OF GIVING 
YOU A 
REWARD. 


THEN, CAN 
| WEED | 1 | 
THE INNER ) DILIGENT 


PALACE и GIRL YOU 
46 WELL? у EMPLOYED. 


SQUARE ENIX. STORY BOARD: NANAO ТККІ 
ARTIST: NEKO KURAGE 


EXTRA CONTENTS | 


он, 50 IT N 
WAS ALL N S 
“JUST А су Я М 
DREAM? 
` s 
Дуа: А ; = 
( | «6 то STORY BOARD: NANAO ТККТ 


so", / ARTIST: МЕКО KURAGE 


